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Welcome!

Each yard you see today is one small knot in a vast 
net that spreads across the region and the world. 
It is a net that connects and sustains us all as we work 
together to rebuild and preserve healthy ecosystems.
 
This annual tour is truly a grassroots effort to showcase 
the many ways we can protect and preserve the planet 
starting at home. Every household that composts, 
installs a rain garden, plants Missouri natives or simply 
chooses organics over chemical fertilizers and 
herbicides, grows that net denser and stronger. 

Your yard hosts welcome you today to see how they 
do it and share what they’ve learned. Ask questions, 
take pictures, make notes! Every yard is different. 
Some hosts may offer you refreshments or even a taste 
of their gardens, but please don’t ask to use their 
bathroom or bring your pets with you. 

There is no starting point. Walk or bike or carpool if 
possible. Hopefully you’ve picked up this booklet before 
Tour Day and gone online to read the hosts’ descriptions. 
If not, just start closest to home. There are lots of ways 
to live and garden more sustainably - it is our honor 
to present to you today some of the possibilities.

Thank you for taking part in this adventure. Have fun! 
 

Sincerely,
 
Terry Winkelmann 
Tour Founder

PS  Remember, yards are open Sunday, June 22 only!
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-----------  Some Garden Terms ----------- 
Composting: Combining kitchen scraps and yard waste to produce a nutrient-

rich soil amendment and fertilizer. 

Edible Landscaping: Integrating fruiting bushes, trees, vines, herbs and edible 

perennials into the yard instead of purely decorative shrubs and grasses. 

Naturescaping: Landscaping with native plants to increase biodiversity, 

conserve water, manage stormwater, and add interest and appeal to 

developed land.  

Permaculture: The conscious design and harmonious integration of 

agriculturally productive ecosystems which have the diversity and resilience of 

natural ecosystems. 

Perennial Vegetables: Plants that produce edible crops for many years without 

replanting, i.e. Asparagus, Artichoke, Rhubarb, Malabar Spinach. 

Rainscaping: Catching rainwater on-site using plants, landscape practices, and 

containers to slow and filter runoff or collect it for use in the yard and garden.

-------------  Kids’ Scavenger Hunt ------------  
Mark these off as you find them. Bring this page 
to Verde Kids before June 30th and receive a prize!

Verde Kids is located at 27 South Old Orchard Ave, Webster Groves, MO 63119. 
Hours: Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 314-962-KIDS (5437)

1   2   3   4 

A

B

C

D

A1 - Swing

B1 - Sow Bug

C1 - Butterfly

D1 - Compost

A2 - Seeds

B2 - Tomato

C2 - Beans

D2 - Corn

A3 - Fairy 

B3 - Chicken

C3 - Flower

D3 - Bee

A4 - Rain barrel

B4 - Pumpkin

C4 - Bird

D4 - Tree



This grassroots tour is made possible by:

2014 Backyard Hosts 
Angela & Marc Adler, Ryan Albritton, Vincent Bates, Doug Baur, 

Matthew, Melissa & Pamela Brown, Francine & Bob Case, Jean Corbett, 

Molly Dupre, Bob & Linh Dye, Deanna English, Kate Estwing, 

Danelle Haake, Tim & Cassandra Hage, Amy Hereford, Mara Higdon, 

Scott Klein, Elizabeth Knoll & Dr. Judy Wuch, Lea Koesterer & Terry 

Werner, Mark Kuechenmeister, Anne Lehman, Rachel Levi, Alan 

Lorence, Tiffany Maurer, Tracy McCord, Paul & Angie McKnight, Angie 

Meara, Doug & Nancy Miner, Mark O’Bryan, Kelly O’Mara, 

Susan Pang, Kraig Paradis, Clayton & Hannah Parks, Punita Patel, 

Sonja Pelli, Kim & Roy Peterson, Allison Rabbitt, 

Dan & Margaret Sadicario, Deb Salivar-Keene, Lance Sides, 

Jim & Judy Stroup, Amy Trapp, Susan Van de Riet, 

Alexandr & David Wechsler, Paul Whitsitt, Rein Zeidler

Tour Organizers 
Vivian Brill, Suzanne Carron, Lorin Crandall, Deanna English, 

Jill Hamilton, Jessie Hoagland, Joe Johnson, Phil Judd, 

Beth Lewandowski, Lauren Turnquist, Terry Winkelmann

Valued Supporters
Art Farm St. Louis, Dr. Bronner’s Family Foundation, 

Drop Swap Grow, DJM Ecological, EFS Energy, Gateway Gardener, 

Gateway Greening, Greenscape Gardens, Green Spiral Tours, 

Grow Native!, The Healthy Planet, Isabees, Kakao Chocolate, 

Local Harvest Grocery, Missouri Coalition for the Environment, 

Perennial, Rainwater Harvest Supply Co., R3 St. Louis, 

Saint Louis Beekeepers, SeedGeeks, Show Me Rain Gardens, 

Slow Food St. Louis, St. Louis Audubon, St. Louis Community College 

Meramec Horticulture Dept., St. Louis Earth Day, StepUp!, 

Verde Kids, the Wm A. Kerr Foundation.

We hope you enjoyed your time today! 

Now that you know you can do it, get started! 

Make Your Yard More Sustainable Today!



Printed on 100% post-consumer 
recycled paper with soy based ink

Thank You!

Organic gardening BEEKEEPING
Rain GaRdens  COMPOSTING  Permaculture
Conservation  PERENNIAL VEGETABLES

“anonymous”

www.SustainableBackyardTour.com


